Chapter III
THE    STRIKING   CHARACTERISTIC   OF   THE   SOCIAL   CON-
DITION    OF   THE   ANGLO-AMERICANS    IS   ITS   ESSENTIAL
DEMOCRACY
A SOCIAL condition is commonly the result of circum-
stances, sometimes of laws, oftener still of these two
causes united ; but wherever it exists, it may justly
be considered as the source of almost all the laws, the
usages, and the ideas which regulate the conduct of
nations ; whatever it does not produce it modifies.
It is therefore necessary, if we would become ac-
quainted with the legislation and the manners of a
nation, to begin by the study of its social condition.
Many important observations suggest themselves
upon the social condition of the Anglo-Americans,
but there is one which takes precedence of all the rest.
The social condition of the Americans is eminently
democratic ; this was its character at the foundation
of the colonies, and is still more strongly marked at
the present day. I have stated in the preceding
chapter that great equality existed among the emi-
grants who settled on the shores of New England.
The germ of aristocracy was never planted in that
part of the Union. The only influence which obtained
there was that of intellect ; the people were used to
reverence certain names as the emblems of knowledge
and virtue. Some of their fellow-citizens acquired
a power over the rest which might truly have been
called aristocratic, if it had been capable of trans-
mission from father to son.
This was the state of things to the east of the
Hudson : to the south-west of that river, and in the
direction of the Floridas, the case was different. In
most of the States situated to the south-west of the
Hudson some great English proprietors had settled,
43